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Liturgical calendar

Day Date Time Liturgical Mass Intention
Calendar
Saturday 9 4.00pm Eng Vigil J.Antao RIP
Sunday 10 9.30am Eng Palm Sunday For the people
11.30am Pol
1.00pm Pol
Monday 11 12.30pm Eng Monday Olympia Antao
Holy Week RIP
Tuesday 12 9.30am Eng Tuesday HHand HH
Holy Week
Wednesday 13 Cathedral Chrism Mass
7.30pm Pol
Thursday 14 7.30pm Eng Maundy For priests
Thursday
; Office of ;
Friday 15 9.00am Reai;i;/ Good Friday
Morning
Prayer
3.00pm Eng Solemn Liturgy
8.00pm Pol
Saturday 16 9.00am Office of
Readings/
Morning
Prayer Era of Peace
9.00pm Eng Easter Vigil
Sunday 17 6.00am Pol EASTER For the people
8.00am Lith SUNDAY
9.30am Eng
11.30am Pol
1.00pm Pol Sick and
3.00pm Syro-M Housebound of
5.30pm Latin the Parish

Stations of the Cross for this week:
Adoration/Holy Hour:

Confessions: Maundy Thursday 10.00am; Good Friday 2.00pm and after liturgy;

Holy Saturday 4.00pm

Parish Information

MAUNDY THURSDAY WASHING OF THE FEET -> PLEASE SIGN SHEET AT THE BACK OF
CHURCH IF YOU WILL VOLUNTEER

OFFICE OF READINGS AND MORNING PRAYER 9.00AM - This is a beautiful service held
on Good Friday and Holy Saturday. It is a solemn Liturgy of the Church. I think you will
find it very rewarding.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY THE DIVINE MERCY NOVENA FROM GOOD FRIDAY UP TO
AND INCLUDING EASTER SATURDAY.

EASTER VIGIL 9.00pm The Paschal Fire will be in the presbytery car park so please do
not park here on this night. Thank you.

* Do we acknowledge Christ as King? Are we ready to lay down our
garments for him? This means ridding ourselves of everything that
blinds us to his presence.

*  Are we vigilant? Our Lord during this week and in the Garden of
Gethsemane warns us to be watchful. The only way we can avoid
falling is vigilance, vigilance is staying awake and praying. Do we
pray enough?

* Are we prepared? Are we good stewards with what God has given us?
Do we use our talents wisely? Do we practice good works — feeding
the poor, visiting the sick etc?

Some interesting Scripture passages to read in this context: most importantly
read Zechariah 9:9 and | Kg 1:33 to understand palm Sunday. Read the
prophecies of the suffering servant and his kingship Isaiah 52:12-53:12.
During the first part of Holy week follow Our Lord’s teaching in the
temple: From Mt 21:18 through to Chapter 26.
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Announcements:

Blessed News! Pauline Jaricot, the founder of the Association of the Propagation of the Faith
[APF} is to be beatified in Lyons on 22nd May 2022. Find out about this remarkable lay woman in
the spring edition of Missio's 'Mission Today' magazine [available in the Lady chapel at the back
of church] or visit missio.org.uk/pauline.

Website: Is being updated to include easy to access bulletin as well as posts by Father

A parishioner is now the lead dementia practitioner at the Pilgrim hospital, and we are blessed
that he has offered his expertise to help any parishioner who may be an inpatient and who has
been diagnosed with dementia. His offer of charity also extends to advising and helping the family
of the inpatient. In the first instance should these criteria apply , please contact Hospital Chaplain
Deacon Martyn.

Times for Confession If you would like confession outside of the confessional, please make an
appointment with Father.

Bookings are now open for the Nottingham Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage - under the
leadership of Bishop Patrick, from Monday 4t until Friday 8% July. Full details are on

the Tangney Tours website: or for more details contact Father Simon Gillespie (
simon.gillespie@dioceseofnottingham.uk)

EU Settlement Scheme: If anyone would like help with applying for this scheme please
contact: EUSS team on 0800 448 0734

Spiritual Thought for the Week...

Knowledge alone is not enough. Knowledge alone will never change
anyone permanently. But the experience of being loved will!

The very essence of the God-given Spirituality that Jesus
bequeathed to the early Church can be summed up in this simple
word — Love. Not of course our love, but God’s love, as St John
insisted. This love that Jesus received in its fullness when he was
glorified is continually pouring out of him. Prayer, deep prayer, is the
word we use to describe what we must do to turn and open our
hearts to receive it. (Quotes from David Torkington)

Dates for Your Diary!
10™ April Palm Sunday: Procession from Hall

FLOWER COLLECTION PALM SUNDAY - VOLUNTEERS TO HELP HOLY SATURDAY WITH
FLOWERS BETWEEN 2.00-4.00PM THANKS.

15™ April Good Friday Walk of Witness 11.00am (outside Centenary Church — Red Lion street nr
Market Square)

Second Collection 15" April Holy Places 8" May Clergy Formation 29" May World Communication

Sunday Collection:3 April 2022

Envelope: £108 Loose Plate: £227 Candles: £20 If donating by cheque please make it payable
to Boston Roman Catholic Parish. Thank you for your financial support and those too who pay
through the bank. A refund from HMRC Oct-Dec £1890.50 and Gift Aid Oct-Dec 21 has been
submitted £7284.01 UKRAINE COLLECTION £1021

GIFT AID BOXES FOR 2022/3 Those who continue to donate with an envelope, please note:
Due the lockdown and people paying via their bank accounts we have an excess of unissued
boxes.This year we will issue 2021/2 boxes again to those existing users however, the box
number in some cases will be different to the one used for this year.

PLEASE ENSURE ALL PREVIOUSLY UNUSED ENVELOPES ARE DESTROYED / RECYCLED
AFTER SATURDAY / SUNDAY 2 ND / 3 RD OF APRIL 2022

Boxes are available for collection from this Saturday as usual. Any query, please see me after
Sunday Mass or call on 07778840886. Many thanks — Chaz Mayhew

OF YOUR CHARITY PLEASE PRAY FOR

* The sick and housebound and for those who need your prayers, Alan Potter, Liam
Lane, Valerie Bianco, Graham Parkinson, Barbara Goemans, Margaret Allday,
Sadie Wheate, Jenny Hunter and particularly Jack Newell who is in hospital.
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From the Parish Priest’s Desk...Our Lenten Journey.

What is the importance of seeing Palm Sunday as part of a journey? Luke’s gospel
makes it clear that Jesus is on a journey — physical and spiritual - “He set his face resolutely
to Jerusalem” (Lk 9:51) Itisa journey of ascent — “going up” as He himself often refers to
it. Physically Jerusalem is higher and it is the end of His journey. But in a deeper sense he is
“going up to the Father.” He would have prayed the psalms of ascent. (Psalms 120-134) We
should also remember that Jesus saves in light of who he is and what he does.

What is the importance of the Entrance into Jerusalem? Jesus is entering Jerusalem
as King. That is clear. The King has come to his city to find whether it will welcome him
and what fruits it will show him. (cf the parable of the fig tree — the parables in Luke
leading up to his entrance.) Entering on a donkey is humble but also the royal sign fulfilling
Zechariah 9:9 and as his forerunner Solomon had done in 1 Kings 33-34 (vip) — there was
no doubt this was the return of the king. Likewise the spreading of garments was a tradition
of royal kingship and lastly their greeting “Hosanna!Blessings on him who comes in the
name of the Lord! Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David!” (Mk 11:9).
Hosanna was a word that meant both a cry for help and a cry of rejoicing — finally the long
awaited King has come to establish his kingdom. Absolutely true but not quite in the way
they would have expected. His kingdom was of a different kind and had a different power.
Also, he has also come to celebrate the Passover.

How should we understand the very important phrase Passover of the Lord? The
word Passover has many meanings and they interlink: the Passover of the Israclites leaving
Egypt — Our Lord is celebrating the passage from sin and slavery to freedom as children of
God and instituting the Eucharist. Secondly, it became associated with the word “passion”
and hence, it meant the passion and death of Our Lord. Thirdly, it means the passing of
Jesus to the Father. He came down from heaven and now he is returning. It is his exodus —
as he had discussed with Elijah and Moses at the transfiguration (Lk 9:31).

What is the importance of the phrase “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord?” As Pope Emeritus Benedict points out this greeting (Ps 118) from being one to greet
the pilgrims acquired messianic significance; therefore, they are greeting Jesus as the one
promised by God and therefore, they are rendering him praise and briefly he is accepted for
who he is.

What does the phrase “the coming of the Lord” refer to? There are many
important themes for Holy Week but one might be suggested that might pay great
dividends in our understanding of this the greatest of weeks. Historically Our Lord
entered the city: this was his coming as King and the Messiah - the city was not
prepared and they rejected him. Following this rejection in AD 70, the city was visited
by the Romans and destroyed, again they were unprepared and had not repented; but
those who had converted to Christianity were saved since Our Lord had warned them
of the signs when this was to happen (cf Mt 24). There is also going to be the final
coming of Our Lord at the end of time and we do not know the hour of that “coming.”
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What is the relevance of this phrase for us? However, we must remember that like
Palm Sunday and like the end of time, we are visited by Jesus during our lives. He comes in
different forms and we must be watchful and vigilant that we do not miss the time of our
visitation by the Lord. How must be watchful? Matthew (24:45-25:46) gives Our Lord’s
advice in three parables and each time we hear that word “Watch”: we must be good
stewards looking after what the Lord has entrusted to our care so that we are ready when he
comes; we must be like the five prudent virgins who had oil in their lamps and who were
prepared: the oil that we must have is the Holy Spirit within us who will make sure — if we
listen — that we are recognise our visitation. Finally, we must make good use of the talents
that God has given us so that we can account for them at our judgement. But also Our Lord
then goes on to tell us how we will recognise him and how to use our talents: we will see
him in the naked, the thirsty, the hungry, those in prison. It is in helping these that will not
only recognise him but use our talents wisely.

What is the connection between his coming, his presence and the Mass? Twice but
both times significantly, Matthew uses the word Perousia which we translate “coming.” But
it really means presence especially the presence of royalty. Hence Matthew is emphasising
that Our Lord IS present. Pope Emeritus Benedict points out that this has a liturgical sense
as well as one of kingship; hence Our Lord is truly present in the Liturgy, He becomes
present during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. It is here that we must recognise his
presence. This is why just before the Eucharistic Prayer we sing Hosanna and blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. It is the recognition of his presence at mass and feeding
on his body that enables us to be watchful and fruitful and enables us to discern his
presence in our neighbour. For Mother Teresa could only minister to the poor because she
recognised in them Christ and that recognition came from the mass, her meditation and the
time spend in adoration.

This week Christ will institute the priesthood and the mass. He will suffer and die for us to
redeem us; his resurrection will bring new life. But he asks only that we follow him. He
wants us to help in the plan of redemption. Not just to conquer our faults but to redeem
others. Our mission is his mission — his mission was redemption on the cross — let’s
welcome the cross and see in our sufferings and death an invitation to redeem the world.
The cross is difficult but beautiful and gives meaning to everything. This is the wood of the
cross on which hung the saviour of the world — come let us adore........ and we must add,
and participate.

God bless, Fr. Dominic Fiat!
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